
 

 
IN-PERSON TELE/VIDEO 

 
California Gambling Control Commission 

2399 Gateway Oaks Drive 
Hearing Room 100 (first floor) 

Sacramento, CA 95833 
 

 
Zoom Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2857578614.  
Or Call-In: 1-888-475-4499  

US Toll-free  
Meeting ID number:  

285 757 8614 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 22, 2026 

COMMISSION MEETING 
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION: 

 
1. Call to Order. 

 
Chair LaBrie called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
 

2. Roll Call of Commissioners. 
 
Roll Call of Commissioners was taken with Chair Paula LaBrie, Commissioner Stacey 
Luna Baxter, Commissioner Eric Heins, Commissioner William Liu, and 
Commissioner Edward Yee present. 
 
Office Technician Jillian Gutierrez gave ZOOM participation instructions. 
 

13.5. Revenue Sharing Trust Fund Final Report for Distribution to Eligible Recipient Indian 
Tribes for Quarter Ending December 31, 2025 – Quarterly License Revenue 
Received and Shortfall (Pursuant to Government Code section 12012.75): 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the distribution payments. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Yee, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
distribution payments as listed in the report. 
 

3. Consideration of A) Renewal Cardroom Owner Type License; and, B) Initial 
Cardroom Owner Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code 
sections 19850, 19851, 19852, and 19876; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Golden Valley Casino: Golden Valley Casino, LLC* 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/2857578614
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Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended referral of the Renewal Cardroom Owner Type 
License Applications, and issuance of an Interim Renewal License with amended 
conditions. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Chair LaBrie, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission referred the 
Renewal Cardroom Owner Type License Applications to an evidentiary hearing and 
issued an Interim Renewal License through July 31, 2027 with the amended 
conditions: 
 

1. Terry Vargas must not be engaged in the operations of the gambling 
establishment. 
 

2. Prior to offering controlled games, the Cardroom Business Licensee, shall 
provide to the Bureau of Gambling Control: 
A. A current and fully completed Business Entity Supplemental Information, 

CGCC-CH2-06 (New 5/20Rev. 12/21), or its most current successor form, 
which includes the new address of the gambling establishment; 

B. The Owner-Licensee Cardroom Business Licensee must comply with 
applicable relocation requirements pursuant to California Code of 
Regulations, Title 4, Division 18, Chapter 7, Article 1, Section 12364; 

C. A current and valid business license issued by the City of Merced for the 
gambling establishment; 

D. A current reviewed and approved Safety and Security Plan, as required by 
California Code of Regulations, title 4, sections 12370 and 12372; 

E. A current Emergency and Evacuation Plan, as required by California Code 
of Regulations, title 4, section 12370, that has been approved by the 
responsible local authority; 

F. A current lease for the gambling establishment’s premises, if applicable; 
and  

G. A current and complete Chart of Accounts, as required by California Code 
of Regulations, title 4, section 12312. 
 

3. The Cardroom Business Licensee may not offer controlled games until the 
Bureau of Gambling Control has inspected the cardroom and determined the 
cardroom is in compliance with all pertinent regulatory standards. 
 

4. Andrea Rhineschild Rheinschild must obtain an owner category license in 
connection with Golden Valley Casino. 

5. Dona Washington must obtain an owner category license in connection with 
Golden Valley Casino. 
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6. Philip Rheinschild and Jose Fernandez must apply for and obtain licensure in 
connection with Golden Valley Casino, LLC specifically. 

 
B. Golden Valley Casino: Golden Valley Casino, LLC 

Central Valley Gaming, LLC, Member 
Dona Washington, Community Property 
Interest Holder 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Cardroom Owner Type License through July 31, 2027. 
 

4. Consideration of A) Transfer of Membership Interest; B) Initial Cardroom Owner Type 
License; and C) Imposition of Transaction Condition(s) on Cardroom Owner Type 
License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 
19852, and 19904; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Golden Valley Casino: Golden Valley Casino, LLC 

Central Valley Gaming, LLC, Member 
Jose Fernandez (Transferor) 
Third Amendment to the Deborah Jewel 
Fernandez  
2011 Revocable Trust (Transferor) 

Molly Sanchez (Transferee) 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval, with conditions. 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the transactions, with contingencies. 

Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
transaction, contingent upon 1) the transactions closing within 180 days following 
today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the Commission 
before the expiration of that period, and 2) the cardroom owner-licensee assents to 
the imposition of transaction conditions on the cardroom business license 
contingently approved in writing within 30 days. 
 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transactions are automatically thereafter disapproved. 
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B. Golden Valley Casino: Golden Valley Casino, LLC 
Central Valley Gaming, LLC, Member 
Molly Sanchez, Member 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type Licenses, contingent upon the closing of the 
transaction for ownership in the cardroom business licensee. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Cardroom Owner Type Licenses contingent upon the closing of the transaction 
for ownership in Central Valley Gaming, LLC, as it relates to Golden Valley Casino, 
through July 31, 2027. 

 
C. Golden Valley Casino: Golden Valley Casino, LLC* 
 
Recommendation:  
Commission Staff recommended approval of the imposition of conditions on the 
Cardroom Business License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, 
Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
approved the imposition of the following conditions: 
 

1. Initial License is Not Yet Approved. Molly Sanchez’s initial license is approved, 
contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership in the cardroom 
business licensee. 
 

2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, Golden 
Valley Casino, LLC shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

 
3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue Golden Valley 

Casino, LLC a certificate reflecting the new endorsee license until Golden 
Valley Casino, LLC has complied with Condition 2. 

 
4. Legend on Certificate. Golden Valley Casino, LLC must confirm in writing to 

the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that 
each and every certificate evidencing the interest conveyed has been 
legended in accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code 
section 19892, subdivision (d). 
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5. Additional Legend on Certificates Membership Interest. Pursuant to Business 

and Professions Code section 19892, subdivision (a), voids any purported sale 
or other disposition of any membership interest issued by a licensee that the 
Commission did not approve in advance. Golden Valley Casino, LLC must 
confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days 
after the closing that each and every certificate evidencing the interest 
includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP INTEREST IN A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY THAT HOLDS A STATE GAMBLING 
LICENSE PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 
THE MEMBERSHIP INTEREST MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, 
ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR DISPOSED OF 
WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 

 
5. Consideration of A) Transfer of Membership Interest; B) Initial Cardroom Owner Type 

License; and C) Imposition of Transaction Condition(s) on Cardroom Owner Type 
License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 
19852, and 19904; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Turlock Poker Room: Central Valley Gaming, LLC 

Jose Fernandez (Transferor) 
Third Amendment to the Deborah Jewel 
Fernandez  
2011 Revocable Trust (Transferor) 

Molly Sanchez (Transferee) 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval, with conditions. 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the transactions, with contingencies. 

Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved 
transaction, contingent upon 1) the transactions closing within 180 days following 
today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the Commission 
before the expiration of that period, and 2) the cardroom owner-licensee assents to 
the imposition of transaction conditions on the cardroom business license 
contingently approved in writing within 30 days. 
 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transactions are automatically thereafter disapproved. 
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B. Turlock Poker Room: Central Valley Gaming, LLC 
Molly Sanchez, Member 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type Licenses, contingent upon the closing of the 
transaction for ownership in the cardroom business licensee. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Cardroom Owner Type Licenses contingent upon the closing of the transaction 
for ownership in Central Valley Gaming, LLC dba Turlock Poker Room through June 
30, 2026. 

 
C. Turlock Poker Room: Central Valley Gaming, LLC* 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the imposition of conditions on the 
Cardroom Business License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
imposition of the following conditions: 
 

1. Initial License is Not Yet Approved. Molly Sanchez’s initial license is approved, 
contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership in the cardroom 
business licensee. 

 
2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, Central 

Valley Gaming, LLC shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

 
3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue Central Valley 

Gaming, LLC a certificate reflecting the new endorsee license until Central 
Valley 
Gaming, LLC has complied with Condition 2. 
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4. Legend on Certificate. Central Valley Gaming, LLC must confirm in writing to 
the 
Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that each 
and every certificate evidencing the interest conveyed has been legended in 
accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 
19892, subdivision (d). 

 
5. Additional Legend on Certificates Membership Interest. Pursuant to Business 

and Professions Code section 19892, subdivision (a), voids any purported sale 
or other disposition of any membership interest issued by a licensee that the 
Commission did not approve in advance. Central Valley Gaming, LLC must 
confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days 
after the closing that each and every certificate evidencing the interest 
includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP INTEREST IN A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY THAT HOLDS A STATE GAMBLING 
LICENSE PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 
THE MEMBERSHIP INTEREST MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, 
ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR DISPOSED OF 
WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 
 

6. Consideration of Renewal Cardroom Owner Type License (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code sections 19850, 19852, and 19876; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Crystal Casino: Celebrity Casinos, Inc.* 

 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Renewal Cardroom Owner Type 
License, removing the existing conditions. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Yee, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Cardroom Owner Type License, through July 31, 2027 removing the following 
conditions: 
 

Shelly Kelegian must obtain an owner category license in connection with 
Crystal Casino. 

 
And removing the conditions pertaining to the Transmutation of Property Interest 
between Mark Kelegian and Shelly Kelegian: 
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1. Initial License is Not Yet Approved. Shelly Kelegian’s initial license is 
approved, contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership in the 
cardroom business licensee. 

2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, 
Celebrity Casinos, Inc. shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue Celebrity 
Casinos, Inc. a certificate reflecting the new endorsee license until Celebrity 
Casinos, Inc. has complied with Condition 2. 

4. Legend on Certificate. Celebrity Casinos, Inc. must confirm in writing to the 
Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that each 
and every certificate evidencing the shares conveyed has been legended in 
accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 
19882, subdivision (c). 

5. Additional Legend on Stock Certificate. Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 19904, any purported sale or other disposition of a security 
issued by a corporate licensee that the Commission did not approve in 
advance is void. Celebrity Casinos, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, 
with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days days after the transfer that 
each and every certificate evidencing the shares includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS SHARES OF STOCK ISSUED BY A 
CORPORATION THAT HOLDS A GAMBLING LICENSE PURSUANT TO 
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. THE STOCK MAY NOT BE 
TRANSFERRED, ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, 
ORDISPOSED OF WITHOUT THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE 
CALIFORNIA GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 

 
 

B. Golden West Casino: Kern County Associates, L.P.* 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Cardroom Owner Type License. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, 
Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved the Cardroom Owner Type License through January 31, 
2028. 
 

C. Palace Poker Casino, LLC: Palace Poker Casino, LLC 
Catherine Aganon, Managing Member 
Pamela Roberts, Member 
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Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Cardroom Owner Type License. 

 
 
 
 

Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, 
Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved the Cardroom Owner Type License through January 31, 
2028. 

 
7. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business 

and Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
Erik Burkhart 
 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the 
Initial Key Employee License with conditions. 

 
Comments Received From: 
Erik Burkhart. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Key Employee License through January 31, 2028 with the following conditions: 
 

1. Erik Burkhart shall not engage in any illegal gambling, including but not limited 
to, illegal online gambling. 

2. Beginning March 1, 2026, and every 90 days thereafter, Erik Burkhart must 
provide the Bureau of Gambling Control with proof of their efforts to satisfy 
their civil judgment, charge-off accounts, and business suspensions with the 
Franchise Tax Board and California Secretary of State until resolved and proof 
of resolution is provided to the Bureau. 

 
8. Consideration of Renewal Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, section 12054):   
Alvin Hines II 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of an 120-day extension of the Key 
Employee License, with a condition. 
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Comments Received From: 
Alvin Hines II. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Key Employee License through May 31, 2026 with the following condition: 
 

Beginning March 1, 2024, and every 90 days thereafter, Alvin Hines must provide 
the Bureau of Gambling Control with proof of efforts to satisfy their civil judgment 
until resolved and proof of resolution is provided to the Bureau. 

 
9. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Third-Party Proposition Player Services 

Employee Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; 
CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
A. Knighted Ventures, LLC: 

Worker: Miguel Gomez 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval. Commission Staff 
recommended referral of the Initial Worker License Application to an evidentiary 
hearing. 

 
Comments Received From: 
Miguel Gomez. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Third-Party Worker License Application through January 31, 2028. 
 
B. Worker: Jing Li 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval. Commission Staff 
recommended abandonment of the Initial Third-Party Worker License Application. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
abandonment of the Initial Third-Party Worker License Application. 
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10. Consideration of Tribal-State Compact Initial Finding of Suitability as a Gaming 
Resource Supplier (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12120): 
A. IGT: IGT 

Marco Sala, Executive Chairperson of the 
Board of IGT PLC, Director of B&D Holding 
S.p.A & Member of De Agostini S.p.A. 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability through April 30, 2027. 
 
B. IGT: IGT 

Nicola Drago, Director & Vice Chairman of the 
Board of De Agostini S.p.A. 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Chair LaBrie, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability through April 30, 2027. 
 

11. Consideration of Tribal-State Compact Renewal Finding of Suitability as a Gaming 
Resource Supplier (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12120): 
Galaxy Gaming, Inc.: Galaxy Gaming, Inc. 

Mark Allan Lipparelli, Director, Shareholder 
Bryan Walter Waters, Director, Shareholder 
 

Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Renewal Finding of Suitability as a 
Gaming Resource Supplier. 
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Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Chair LaBrie, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Findings of Suitability as a Gaming Resource Supplier through January 31, 2028. 
 

12. Consideration of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 
(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
Brandon Valenzuela 
 

Recommendation:  
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability Application through December 1, 2027. 

 
B. Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sacramento at Fire Mountain - Enterprise Rancheria of 

Maidu Indians of California: 
Kao Saelee 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability Application through May 31, 2026. 

 
13. Request for Reconsideration of Commission Decision and Order (Pursuant to 

Business and Professions Code sections 19824 and Title 4, section 12064): 
In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key 
Employee Finding of Suitability for Faris Alwawi, (CGCC-2025-0508-10Ai) 
 
Recommendation: 
N/A 
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Comments Received From: 
Lisa Wardall, Executive Director, Gambling Control Commission. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner 
Liu, Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission denied the 
request for reconsideration of the Commission Decision and Order regarding the 
Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability for Faris Alwawi. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS: 
 

Items on the consent calendar will be taken up and voted on as a group. A 
Commissioner may request that an item be discussed, in which case it will be 
discussed separately at a later point in the meeting. 
 

14. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business 
and Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128):  
A. Jonathan Franklin 
B. Shannon Snow 
 

15. Consideration of Renewal Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, section 12054):   
A. Adam Au 
B. Tony Nguyen 
 

16. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Commission Work Permit (Pursuant to 
Business and Professions Code section 19912; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 
12128): 
Empire Sportsmen’s Association: Alberto Tellez 
 

17. Consideration of Renewal Commission Work Permit (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code section 19912; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
Napa Valley Casino: Kurtis Blueford  Randy Heng 
 

18. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Third-Party Proposition Player Services 
Employee Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; 
CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
A. Acme Player Services, LLC: 

Workers: Marco Antonio Laudencia Lizbeth Romero-
Morales 

B. Blackstone Gaming, LLC: 
Worker: Biruk Derbew  

C. Knighted Ventures, LLC: 
Supervisors: Jeffery Ahola Jason Allman Calliope Henery 
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Workers: Samedy Chhin Davy Chi Kira Dolokhova  
 Ashley Flores Charlie Forcino Victor Gonzalez Jr.
 Fernando Hernandez Nava Cesar Herrarte  
 Meleane Ikahihifo Briannah Mariner Erwin Marquez  
 Amari McClendon Louie Jason Miranda Hoang Tri Pham 

D. L.E. Gaming, Inc.: 
Worker: James Xiong 

E. Players Edge Services: 
Workers: Mazeyar Habibvand  Daniel Smith 

F. Progressive Gaming, LLC: 
Worker: Garrett Renfrew  

G. Qualified Player Services, LLC: 
Supervisors: Jaelyn Newman Steven Sey 
Worker: Andrew Dowie 

H. The Independent: 
Worker: David Sou 

I. Worker: Blake Kleinman 
 

19. Consideration of Renewal Third-Party Proposition Player Services Employee Type 
License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12054): 
A. CalProp Services, LLC: 

Worker: Oshea Robinson  
B. KBCH Consultants, Inc.: 

Worker: Thelma Vinlove 
C. Knighted Ventures, LLC: 

Worker: Michael Cuddy Jr. 
 

20. Consideration of Tribal-State Compact Renewal Finding of Suitability as a Gaming 
Resource Supplier (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12120): 
A. Genesis Gaming Solutions, Inc.: Genesis Gaming Solutions, Inc. 

Randall Lee Knust, President, Treasurer, 
Secretary,  
Director, Shareholder 

Richard Patrick Garza, Director, Shareholder 
Alton Eric Schoppe, Director, Shareholder 

 
B. Masque Publishing, Inc.: Masque Publishing, Inc. 

James Michael Wisler, President, Treasurer, 
Director,  
Shareholder 

Donna Jo Adam, Vice President, Director, 
Shareholder 
David Francis Zinger, Secretary, Director, 
Shareholder 
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21. Consideration of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 

(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
 Gabriel Avila 

B. Agua Caliente Casino Resort and Spa Rancho Mirage - Agua Caliente Band of 
Cahuilla Indians of the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 

 Abigail Manjarrez-Amador 
C. Barona Resort and Casino - Barona Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 

Indians of the Barona Reservation: 
 Xavier Hernandez Abbigale Lambert Alex Rivera 
 Raul Vivas Desiree Woods Gurrola 

D. Black Oak Casino - Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria of California: 

 Arun Padilla Amanda Silacci 
E. Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino - Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 

of California: 
 Kongmeng Vang 

F. Fantasy Springs Resort Casino - Cabazon Band of Cahuilla Indians: 
 Veronica Torres Andalon 

G. Graton Resort & Casino - Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria: 
 Juan Barajas Pulido Kymberly Clark Lucas Hassett 

H. Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort - Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians: 
 Armando Saenz II 

I. Jamul Casino - Jamul Indian Village of California: 
 Bobby Azucena Sean Coplin Philip Enrico 

J. Mono Wind Casino - Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians of California: 
 Christopher Rodriguez 

K. Pechanga Resort & Casino - Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 
Pechanga Reservation 
 Ramon Castellon Christopher Ibarra 

L. Rain Rock Casino - Karuk Tribe: 
 Jordan Kimbrough 

M. Red Hawk Casino - Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle Springs 
Rancheria (Verona Tract) 
 Allen Hernandez 

N. Sky River Casino - Wilton Rancheria 
 Desmond Bridges 

O. Spotlight 29 Casino - Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California 
 Ricardo Espinoza Sr. 

P. Sycuan Casino and Resort - Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 
 Arjay Laid 

Q. Valley View Casino & Hotel - San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of 
California: 

 Michael Caputto 
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R. Yaamava' Resort and Casino at San Manuel - Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel 
Nation: 

 Marilyn Whitehead 
 
 
22. Consideration of Renewal Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 

(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Cathedral City - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
 Jonathan Jaime Scott Robinson 

B. Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 
the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 

 Jennifer Flores David Rodriguez 
C. Agua Caliente Casino Rancho Mirage - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
 Chad Bartelson James Bott Tzipporah Clay 
 Jerry Sandau Alvaro Sandoval Nellie Zarate 

D. Barona Resort and Casino - Barona Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 
Indians of the Barona Reservation: 

 Tomonori Arashiro Jeffrey Carbonell Ismael Flores Orona 
 Tara Meyers Michael Strack Jr. Sara Vera 

E. Cache Creek Casino Resort - Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation: 
 Jay Vang 

F. Cher-Ae Heights Casino - Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad 
Rancheria: 

 Laura Heck 
G. Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino - Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 

of California: 
 George Atkinson Brian Black Chorlyda Chourn 
 Andrew Desilagua Jr. Kamie Jensen Peggy Ma 
 Alan Marrandino Ta Moua Daniel Padilla 
 Bee Vang Hang Vang Lindsey Webb 
 Christopher White 

H. Chumash Casino Resort - Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 
Santa Ynez Reservation: 

 Donald Ast Marisol Castillo Kathleen Jackson 
 Kerry-Anne Lombrana Larry Palato Jonathan Schaub 

I. Eagle Mountain Casino - Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule River Reservation: 
 Stanley Santos 

J. Fantasy Springs Resort Casino - Cabazon Band of Cahuilla Indians: 
 Maria Betancourt Mark Cavucci Aaron Chen 
 Juan Lozano 

K. Graton Resort & Casino - Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria: 
 Andrew Johnson Buoi Nguyen Christopher Romero 

L. Jamul Casino - Jamul Indian Village of California: 
 Bertha Carbajal Francisco Montoya Jr. 
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M. Pala Casino Spa and Resort - Pala Band of Mission Indians: 
 Zhenya Guerrero Tamim Shokoori 

N. Rain Rock Casino - Karuk Tribe: 
 Marilyn Yawnick 

O. Red Earth Casino - Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians: 
 Lorena Castellon Erica Hernandez 

P. Red Hawk Casino - Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle Springs 
Rancheria (Verona Tract): 

 Sailendra Kunwar 
Q. River Rock Casino - Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians: 

 Jacob Mason 
R. Sky River Casino - Wilton Rancheria: 

 Jason Saephan 
S. Spotlight 29 Casino - Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California: 

 David Aviles Ruben Lara 
T. Sycuan Casino and Resort - Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 

 Samuel Bonner Mylinne Burgos-Hensley Robert Cinelli 
 Michaela Francis Marla Goodman Jayson Hizon 
 Mittaphone Khansourivong Steve Ma Derrick Morgan 
 Christopher Niss David Penn Jose Rivera 
 Souksamay Sengthong Stacey Wheeler Lourdes Wilder 
 Jonathan Zaia 

U. Table Mountain Casino Resort - Table Mountain Rancheria of California: 
 Tracey Baker-Horejs Ryan Delp Gabriella Nunez 
 Seth Simon Nang Va Sor Yang 

V. Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino - Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa 
Rosa Rancheria: 

 Aaron Gomez Erik Herrin  
 Phiangphak Kiaosouvath Brittany Sandoval 

W. Thunder Valley Casino Resort - United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria of California: 

 Donald Cline Gary Correia Melissa Hall 
 Nicole Hancock Brady Harris Kyle Heath 
 Sattaya Kaysavang Yuen Man Li Pierson Maafu 
 Andy Moua Tiffany Muldrow Chou Nadone 
 Kachreh Nava Todd Neely Sing Ngai 
 Cheo Saeteun Ayush Shrestha Kunthea Stroud 
 Girum Terfa Thai Tran Janette Velasquez 

X. Twin Pine Casino & Hotel - Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California: 
 Michael Kidwell Felipe Leon Jr. 

Y. Valley View Casino & Hotel - San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of 
California: 

 Raul Arce Joseph Tripp 
Z. Viejas Casino and Resort - Viejas (Baron Long) Group of Capitan Grande Band of 

Mission Indians of the Viejas Reservation: 
 Tiffany Liljestrom 
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AA. Win-River Casino - Redding Rancheria: 
 Toni Pondhopper 

BB. Yaamava' Resort and Casino at San Manuel - Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel 
Nation: 

 Amy Didion 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of Consent Calendar Items 14 through 22. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved Consent 
Calendar Items 14 through 22.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
None. 
 
The Commission affords an opportunity to members of the public to address the 
Commission on items of interest that are within the Commission’s jurisdiction and are not 
on the agenda. Under the Bagley-Keene Act, the Commission cannot act or deliberate 
on items that are not identified on the agenda, but only to the extent necessary to 
determine whether they should be made an agenda item at a future meeting, respond 
briefly to statements made or questions posed during public comment; request 
clarification; or refer the item to staff. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 

I. Litigation (Government Code section 11126(e)): 
A. Lucky Chances, Inc. v. California Gambling Control Commission, Sacramento County 

Superior Court (34-2017-80002549) 
B. Elizabeth Flynt, et al., v. Rob Bonta, Nathan DaValle, Paula D. LaBrie, et al.; United 

States District Court, Eastern District of California (16 CV 02831 JAM EFB) 
C. Lucky Chances, Inc., VC Cardroom, et al. v. State of California, California Gambling 

Control Commission, et al. Sacramento County Superior Court (34-2020-80003510-
CU-MW-GDS) 

D. California Gaming Association v. California Gambling Control Commission, Bureau of 
Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, San Francisco County Superior Court (CPF-23-
518185) 

E. Dora Christina Brown v. California Gambling Control Commission, Bureau of 
Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, Sacramento County Superior Court 
(23WM000039) 

F. California Gaming Association and David Shindle v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Bureau of Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, San Francisco County 
Superior Court (CPF-23-518317) 
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G. Knighted Ventures, LLC, Roy Choi & Jieho Lee v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Sacramento County Superior Court (23WM000051) 

H. Fortiss, LLC, et al. v. California Gambling Control Commission, Sacramento County 
Superior Court (23WM000050) 

I. Manuel Corrales, Jr. v. California Gambling Control Commission; California Valley 
Miwok Tribe, San Diego County Superior Court (25CU22051C) 

J. Club One Casino, Inc., Kyle R. Kirkland, Dana D. Messina, GLCR, Inc. v. California 
Gambling Control Commission; Bureau of Gambling Control; Stacey Luna Baxter, 
Sacramento Superior Court (25WM000158) 

K. Kracht Enterprises III, LLC, and William Kracht v. California Gambling Control 
Commission; Bureau of Gambling Control, San Francisco County Superior Court 
(CPF-25-519311) 

L. Faros Unlimited, Inc., and Chau On v. California Gambling Control Commission, San 
Diego County Superior Court (25CU051707C)  
 

II. Hearing Deliberations Pursuant to Government Code section 11126(c)(3):  
A. In the Matter of the Accusation and Statement of Issues Against Lucky Chances, Inc., 

Rommel Medina, Ruell Medina, (OAH No.2015110463) 
B. In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Key Employee License for Jeffrey 

Scott Geary, (CGCC-2023-1116-5A) 
C. In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Key Employee License for Louis 

Fernando Garcia, (CGCC-2025-0410-4A) 
 

III. Personnel Matters (Government Code Section 11126(a)(1)) 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chair LaBrie adjourned the Commission Meeting at approximately 11:05 a.m. 
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