
 

 
IN-PERSON TELE/VIDEO 

 
California Gambling Control Commission 

2399 Gateway Oaks Drive 
Hearing Room 100 (first floor) 

Sacramento, CA 95833 
 

 
Zoom Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2857578614.  
Or Call-In: 1-888-475-4499  

US Toll-free  
Meeting ID number:  

285 757 8614 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 8, 2026 

COMMISSION MEETING 
 

 
OPEN SESSION: 

 
1. Call to Order. 

 
2. Roll Call of Commissioners. 

 
Chair Paula LaBrie called the meeting to order approximately at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Roll Call of Commissioners was taken with Chair Paula LaBrie, Commissioner Stacey 
Luna Baxter, Commissioner Eric Heins, Commissioner William Liu, and 
Commissioner Edward Yee present. 
 
Office Technician Jillian Gutierrez gave ZOOM participation instructions. 
 

3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes for: 
A. November 6, 2025 – Commission Meeting 
B. November 10, 2025 – GCA Hearing 
 
Recommendation:  
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Commission Meeting Minutes and 
GCA Hearing Minutes. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, 
Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved the Commission Meeting Minutes for November 6, 2025 and 
the GCA Hearing Minutes for November 10, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/2857578614
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C. November 20, 2025 – Commission Meeting 
 
Recommendation:  
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Commission Meeting Minutes. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner 
Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, and Commissioner Yee abstaining; the 
Commission approved the Commission Meeting Minutes for November 10, 2025. 
 

4. Consideration of A) Stock Purchase Agreement; B) Imposition of Transaction 
Condition(s) on Cardroom Owner Type License (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 19852, and 19904; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12054): 
A. Ace & Vine: Polvora, Inc. 

Gabriel Pattee (Seller)  
Michael LeBlanc (Buyer) 
 

Recommendation:  
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval with conditions. 
Commission staff has reviewed the Bureau’s correspondence and recommended 
approval of the transaction, with contingencies. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved of the 
transaction, contingent upon 1) the transaction closing within 180 days following 
today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the Commission 
before the expiration of that period, and 2) the cardroom owner-licensee assents to 
the imposition of transaction conditions on the cardroom business license 
contingently approved in writing within 30 days. 
 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transaction is automatically thereafter disapproved. 
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B. Ace & Vine: Polvora, Inc. 
Michael LeBlanc, Chief Executive Officer, Director, 
Shareholder 
Mark English, Chief Financial Officer, 
Secretary,  
Director 

 
Recommendation:  
Commission Staff recommended approval of the imposition of conditions on the 
Cardroom Business License. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved to 
impose the following conditions on the Cardroom Business License: 
 

1. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, 
Polvora, Inc. shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

2. Legend on Certificate. Polvora, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, with 
a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that each and every 
certificate evidencing the shares conveyed has been legended in accordance 
with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 19882, 
subdivision (c). 

3. Additional Legend on Stock Certificate. Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 19904, any purported sale or other disposition of a security 
issued by a corporate licensee that the Commission did not approve in 
advance is void. Polvora, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a 
copy to the Commission, within 30-days days after the transfer that each and 
every certificate evidencing the shares includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS SHARES OF STOCK ISSUED BY A 
CORPORATION THAT HOLDS A GAMBLING LICENSE PURSUANT TO 
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. THE STOCK MAY NOT BE 
TRANSFERRED, ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR 
DISPOSED OF WITHOUT THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR.4B 
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5. Consideration of A) Transfer of Shares; B) Initial Cardroom Owner Type License; and 
C) Imposition of Transaction Condition(s) on Cardroom Owner Type License 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 19852, 
and 19904; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc. 

Michael A. Tumanjan and Carla Tumanjan 
Living Trust  
(Transferor) 

Deanna Tumanjan (Transferee) 
 
Recommendation:  
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval, with conditions. 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the transaction, with contingencies. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
transaction, contingent upon 1) the transaction closing within 180 days following 
today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the Commission 
before the expiration of that period, and 2) the cardroom owner-licensee assents to 
the imposition of transaction conditions on the cardroom business license 
contingently approved in writing within 30 days.  
 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transaction is automatically thereafter disapproved. 

 
B. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc. 

Deanna Tumanjan, Shareholder 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type License, contingent upon the closing of the 
transaction for ownership in the in the cardroom business licensee. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Yee, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner 
Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
approved the Cardroom Owner Type License Application through March 31, 2027, 
contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership in the cardroom business 
licensee. 
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C. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc.* 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the imposition of conditions on the 
Cardroom Business License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Chair LaBrie, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved to 
impose the following conditions on the Cardroom Business License: 
 

1. Initial License is Not Yet Approved. Deanna Tumanjan’s initial license is 
approved, contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership in the 
cardroom business licensee. 

2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, California 
Commerce Club, Inc. shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue California 
Commerce Club, Inc. a certificate reflecting the new endorsee license until 
California Commerce Club, Inc. has complied with Condition 2. 

4. Legend on Certificate. California Commerce Club, Inc. must confirm in writing to 
the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that 
each and every certificate evidencing the shares conveyed has been legended 
in accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 
19882, subdivision (c). 

5. Additional Legend on Stock Certificate. Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 19904, any purported sale or other disposition of a security issued 
by a corporate licensee that the Commission did not approve in advance is void. 
California Commerce Club, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a 
copy to the Commission, within 30-days days after the transfer that each and 
every certificate evidencing the shares includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS SHARES OF STOCK ISSUED BY A 
CORPORATION THAT HOLDS A GAMBLING LICENSE PURSUANT TO THE 
LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. THE STOCK MAY NOT BE 
TRANSFERRED, ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR 
DISPOSED OF WITHOUT THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 
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6. Consideration of A) Transfer of Shares; B) Initial Cardroom Owner Type License; and 
C) Imposition of Transaction Condition(s) on Cardroom Owner Type License 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 19852, 
and 19904; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc. 

Harris Revocable Trust of 1988 dated February 
8, 2012 
(Transferor) 

Angelo S. Aliotti and Leslie K. Aliotti 2016 
Revocable  
Trust (Transferee) 
 

Recommendation:  
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval, with conditions. 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the transaction, with contingencies. 

Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved of the 
transaction, contingent upon 1) the transaction closing within 180 days following 
today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the Commission 
before the expiration of that period, and 2) the cardroom owner-licensee assents to 
the imposition of transaction conditions on the cardroom business license 
contingently approved in writing within 30 days. 

 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transaction is automatically thereafter disapproved. 

 
B. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc. 

Angelo S. Aliotti and Leslie K. Aliotti 2016 
Revocable  

Trust, Shareholder 
Leslie Aliotti, Trustee, Settlor, Beneficiary 

 
Recommendation:  
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type License, contingent upon the closing of the 
transaction for ownership in the cardroom business licensee. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner 
Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
approved the Cardroom Owner Type License through March 31, 2027. 
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C. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc.* 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the imposition of conditions on the 
Cardroom Business License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved to 
impose the following conditions on the Cardroom Business License: 
 

1. Initial License is Not Yet Approved. Angelo S. Aliotti and Leslie K. Aliotti 2016 
Revocable Trust’s initial license is approved, contingent upon the closing of the 
transaction for ownership in the cardroom business licensee. 

2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, California 
Commerce Club, Inc. shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction has been completed as approved by the 
Commission. 

3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue California 
Commerce Club, Inc. a certificate reflecting the new endorsee license until 
California Commerce Club, Inc. has complied with Condition 2. 

4. Legend on Certificate. California Commerce Club, Inc. must confirm in writing to 
the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that 
each and every certificate evidencing the shares conveyed has been legended 
in accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 
19882, subdivision (c). 

5. Additional Legend on Stock Certificate. Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 19904, any purported sale or other disposition of a security issued 
by a corporate licensee that the Commission did not approve in advance is void. 
California Commerce Club, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a 
copy to the Commission, within 30-days days after the transfer that each and 
every certificate evidencing the shares includes the following legend: 

 
THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS SHARES OF STOCK ISSUED BY A 
CORPORATION THAT HOLDS A GAMBLING LICENSE PURSUANT TO THE 
LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. THE STOCK MAY NOT BE 
TRANSFERRED, ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR 
DISPOSED OF WITHOUT THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 
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7. Consideration of A) Asset Purchase Agreement; and, B) Request for Temporary 
Cardroom Owner Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code 
sections 19824, 19850, 19851, 19852, and 19904; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. El Dorado Hills Casino: Randy Yaple (Seller) 

Cold Water Partners, Inc. (Buyer) 
 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval, with conditions. 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the transaction, with contingencies. 

Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Yee, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner 
Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
approved the transaction, contingent upon 1) the transaction closing within 180 days 
following today’s vote or any extension period requested to, and approved by, the 
Commission before the expiration of that period and 2) the seller(s) maintaining a 
valid cardroom business license until the transaction is closed.  
 
If these contingencies do not occur prior to the expiration of the Commission 
approved time frames, the transaction is automatically thereafter disapproved. 
 
B. El Dorado Hills Casino: Cold Water Partners, Inc. 

Randy Yaple, Director, Shareholder 
Salvatore Palma, Chief Executive Officer,  
Chief Financial Officer, Secretary, Director,  
Shareholder 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Temporary Cardroom Owner Type Licenses, with conditions, contingent upon the 
closing of the transaction for ownership in the cardroom business licensee. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Temporary Cardroom Owner Licenses through December 31, 2027 with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. Temporary License is Not Yet Approved. Cold Water Partners, Inc.’s temporary 
license is approved, contingent upon the closing of the transaction for ownership 
in the cardroom business licensee. 

2. Transaction Completed as Approved. Within 30-days after the closing, Cold 
Water Partners, Inc. shall confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to the 
Commission, that the transaction approved at the January 8, 2026 Commission 
Meeting has been completed as approved by the Commission. 
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3. License Certificate Issuance. The Commission will not issue Cold Water 
Partners, Inc. a certificate until Cold Water Partners, Inc. has complied with 
Condition 2. 

4. Legend on Stock Certificate. Cold Water Partners, Inc. must confirm in writing to 
the Bureau, with a copy to the Commission, within 30-days after closing that 
each and every certificate evidencing the shares conveyed has been legended 
in accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 
19882, subdivision (c). 

5. Additional Legend on Stock Certificate. Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 19904, any purported sale or other disposition of a security issued 
by a corporate licensee that the Commission did not approve in advance is void. 
Cold Water Partners, Inc. must confirm in writing to the Bureau, with a copy to 
the Commission, within 30-days after the transfer that each and every certificate 
evidencing the shares includes the following legend: 
 

THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS SHARES OF STOCK ISSUED BY A 
CORPORATION THAT HOLDS A STATE GAMBLING LICENSE PURSUANT 
TO THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. THE STOCK MAY NOT 
BE TRANSFERRED, ASSIGNED, SOLD, PLEDGED, HYPOTHECATED, OR 
DISPOSED OF WITHOUT THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE CALIFORNIA 
GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION OR ITS SUCCESSOR. 

 
6. This temporary license takes effect when the transaction closes and expires 

on December 31, 2027. This temporary license is not subject to renewal. 
7. Issuance of this temporary license does not obligate the Commission to grant 

a regular license. Issuance of this temporary license does not create a vested 
right in the holder to either extension of the temporary license or to a regular 
license. 

8. Issuance of this temporary license does not change the license qualification 
requirements of the Gambling Control Act, including the legal requirement that 
the burden of proving his or her qualifications to receive any license is on the 
applicant. 

9. The Commission, when evaluating the applicant’s pending application for a 
regular Cardroom business license, will consider the conduct of the applicant 
and its employees, if applicable, during the term of the applicant’s temporary 
license. 

10. Notwithstanding any other limitations on this temporary license, it is also 
subject to the discipline and penalties provided in Article 10 and Article 11 of 
the Gambling Control Act. The issuance of this license is without prejudice to 
the Bureau’s prosecution of an accusation. 

11. The granting of this temporary license in no way diminishes the responsibilities 
or powers of the Bureau in enforcing the Gambling Control Act and other 
applicable laws and regulations with respect to the temporary license.  

12. This temporary license will only be valid as long as an application for a regular 
license is currently pending. 



 

1/8/26 *See Attachments A for a list of specific applicants Page 10 of 23 

13. The holder of this temporary license shall pay all applicable fees associated 
with that license as if the temporary were a regular license. 

14. If a regular license is not issued within the valid time period of the temporary 
license, the temporary licensee may submit a request for a new temporary 
license. 

15. Upon issuance or denial of a regular license, this temporary license shall 
become void. 

16. The holder of a temporary license shall comply with all applicable provisions of 
the Gambling Control Act and Commission and Bureau Regulations. 

17. The Commission may impose additional conditions to this temporary license in 
its sole discretion at any noticed public meeting. The imposition of additional 
conditions does not entitle the temporary licensee to an evidentiary hearing 
under the Gambling Control Act or Commission regulations. 

18. Any temporary license issued will be cancelled or conditioned as provided in 
Section 12128 of Title 4 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 
8. Consideration of Initial Cardroom Owner Type License (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code sections 19850, 19851, and 19852; CCR, Title 4, section 12054):  
Commerce Casino: California Commerce Club, Inc. 

Edwin Figueroa, Jr., Chief Information Officer, 
Vice 
President 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Cardroom Owner Type License. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Cardroom Owner Type License through March 31, 2027. 

9. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business 
and Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128):  
James Khiev 
 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommend approval of the 
Initial Key Employee License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in a 
vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Key Employee License through January 31, 2028. 
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10. Consideration of Renewal Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, section 12054):   
Nicholas Bolger 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of an 180-day extension of the Key 
Employee License. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
180-day extension of the Key Employee License through July 31, 2026. 
 

11. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Commission Work Permit (Pursuant to 
Business and Professions Code section 19912; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 
12128): 
Empire Sportsmen’s Association: Paulisa Diep 
 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission staff recommended approval of the 
Initial Commission Work Permit. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved of the 
Initial Commission Work Permit through January 31, 2028. 
 

12. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Third-Party Proposition Player Services 
Employee Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; 
CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
A. KB Ventures: 

Worker: Victor Quinonez 
 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of the 
Initial Third Party Worker License. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Chair LaBrie, and carried in a vote by 
roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner 
Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the Initial Third Party 
Worker License through January 31, 2028. 
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B. Players Edge Services: 
Worker: Evan Norris 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended denial. Commission Staff 
recommended referral of the Initial Worker License Application to an evidentiary 
hearing. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, 
Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved to refer the Initial Worker License Application to an evidentiary 
hearing. 
 

13. Consideration of Renewal Third-Party Proposition Player Services Employee Type 
License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12054): 
Pacific Gaming Services, LLC: 

Worker: Zachary Williams 
 
Recommendation: 
Commission Staff recommended approval of the Renewal Worker License Application 
with a condition. 
 
Comments Received From: 
Zachary Williams 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Renewal Worker License Application through January 31, 2028, following a condition: 
 

Beginning March 1, 2026, and every 90 days thereafter, Zachary Williams 
must provide the Bureau of Gambling Control a status update regarding proof 
of ongoing efforts regarding the completion of their court-mandated classes 
and resolution of fine(s) until resolved and proof of resolution is provided to the 
Bureau. 
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14. Consideration of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 
(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Resort and Spa Rancho Mirage - Agua Caliente Band of 

Cahuilla Indians of the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
Rodney Dawkins, Jr. 

 
Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability through August 1, 2027. 
 
B. Eagle Mountain Casino - Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule River Reservation: 

Michael Flores 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability, with a condition. 
 
Comments Received From: 
Michael Flores. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner Baxter, 
Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability through November 8, 2027, with the following condition: 
 

Beginning March 1, 2026, and every 90 days thereafter, Michael Flores must 
provide the Bureau of Gambling Control with proof of their efforts to satisfy 
their county tax liens until resolved and proof of resolution is provided to the 
Bureau. 
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C. Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sacramento at Fire Mountain - Enterprise Rancheria of 
Maidu Indians of California: 

Victor To 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability, with a condition. 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Liu, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner 
Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
approved the Initial Finding of Suitability through July 31, 2027, with the following 
condition: 

 
Beginning March 1, 2026, and every 90 days thereafter, Victor To must 
provide the Bureau of Gambling Control with proof of their efforts to satisfy 
their civil judgment until resolved and proof of resolution is provided to the 
Bureau. 
 

D. Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort - Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians: 
Xavier Romero 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control recommended approval. Commission Staff 
recommended to deem the Initial Finding of Suitability Application abandoned. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Liu, and carried 
in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, Commissioner 
Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission 
deemed the Initial Finding of Suitability Application abandoned. 

 
E. Table Mountain Casino Resort - Table Mountain Rancheria of California: 

Michael Arredondo 
 

Recommendation: 
The Bureau of Gambling Control and Commission Staff recommended approval of 
the Initial Finding of Suitability. 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, 
Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved the Initial Finding of Suitability through February 23, 2027. 
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15. Hearing Pursuant to Business and Professions Code Sections 19870 and 19871 and 
CCR, Title 4, section 12060: 
A. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 

Third-Party Proposition Player Services Employee Type License for Xiu Min Tan, 
(CGCC-2025-0710-6Bii) 

 
Recommendation:  
None. 
 
Comments Received From: 
Jason Pope, Chief Counsel, Gambling Control Commission 
Xiu Min Tan 
 
Action: 
Take No Action. 
 
B. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 

Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability for Chia Lao, (CGCC-
2025-1009-10Ei) 

 
Recommendation:  
None. 
 
Comments Received From: 
Chia Lao 
 
Action: 
Take No Action. 
 
C. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 

Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability for Jing Hua Cai, 
(CGCC-2025-0306-10A) 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Commissioner Heins, and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Yee, 
Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the 
Commission approved the Default Decision and Order. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS: 
 

Items on the consent calendar will be taken up and voted on as a group. A 
Commissioner may request that an item be discussed, in which case it will be 
discussed separately at a later point in the meeting. 
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16. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business 
and Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
A. Selina Kui 
B. Christopher Ngo 
C. Gregory Wong 
 

17. Consideration of Renewal Key Employee License (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code section 19854; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Lorielyn Alcantara 
B. Jason Brisby 
C. Robert Guthrie, II 
D. William Hughes 
E. Rosalina Maldonado 

F. Claudine Camille Nario 
G. Brett Spadoni 
H. Kathryn Tooker 
I. Andrea Vivas Botero 

 
18. Consideration of Renewal Commission Work Permit (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 19912; CCR, Title 4, section 12054): 
A. Casino Merced: Nang Xiong Niki Yang 
B. Club San Rafael: Dyna Kennedy 
C. Empire Sportsmen’s Association: Tom Diep Nancy Lee 

 Angela Lunsford Jeffrey Xiong 
D. Napa Valley Casino: Roja Ghale Pei Yu Zhao 
E. Outlaws Card Parlour: Casey Cohen Jose Navarro Fuentes 
 

19. Consideration of Initial and Temporary Third-Party Proposition Player Services 
Employee Type License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; 
CCR, Title 4, sections 12054 and 12128): 
A. Acme Player Services, LLC: 

Workers: Prabin Aryal Vandy Song Michael Yem 
B. Blackstone Gaming, LLC: 

Workers: Valeria Cortez Fernando Gonzalez-Sebastian 
 William Radu Yanithza Roman Florez 

C. Knighted Ventures, LLC: 
Supervisors: Luis Cruz Zachary Nord 
Workers: Victor Chung Osvaldo De La Torre Veil Dean 
 Johnathon Fields Tilak Gurung Joshua Loera 
 Kevin Mcgee Andrew Morales Mairon Revolorio
 Phalveasna Sath Adrian Saucedo Gonzales  
 Jarvis Webster Vicente Willis Hong Yang 

D. Players Edge Services: 
Workers: Leonel Cortes Marquez Samuel Fryxell
 Esteban Garcia-Vega 
 Lee Lee Ceness Soriano Antonio Ticsay 

E. Progressive Gaming, LLC: 
Worker: Hui Wang 

F. Wahba, LLC: 
Worker: Sean Moreno 
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20. Consideration of Renewal Third-Party Proposition Player Services Employee Type 
License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; CCR, Title 4, 
section 12054):  
A. Acme Player Services, LLC: 

Worker: Giovanni Martinez 
B. Blackstone Gaming, LLC: 

Supervisors: Christelle Lord Dikongue Binh Ho Cecilia Kim 
 Geia Null 
Workers: Michelle Aquino Koby Moore 

C. Fortune Players Group, Inc.: 
Supervisors: Guo Zhang Lai Xiao Chun Song 
Worker: Lichan Huang 

D. KB Ventures: 
Worker: Victor Figueroa Jr 

E. Knighted Ventures, LLC: 
Supervisors: Sergio Arauza Jr. David Thao Shawn Zion 
Workers: Juanimar Abetong Milton Angulo-Hernandez Richard Avila 
 Christian Albert Banuelos Catherine Carpentieri
 Kenneth Chan 
 Karen De Los Angeles Jared Devera
 Alejandro Diaz 
 Junyang Ding Alexander Dominguez Rodriguez 
 Vanessa Higgins Yun Yan Jiang Souny Khatavong 
 Olivia Lara Kevin Lee Sherry Li 
 Chuzhi Lin Guoming Liu Emmanuel Luna 
Gonzalez 
 Adilene Mendoza Rowena Morada-Aquino Nicolas Plata-
Escobar 
 Tiffany Quevedo Ophelia Ratcliff Christopher Saelaw 
 Valeery Sanchez Eliazar Sandoval  Isaac Simon 
 Fred Sohn  Elmer Tovar Jr Celeste Tuioti-Mariner 
 Jerry Vang Yang Vang Carl Williams 

F. L.E. Gaming, Inc.: 
Workers: Micah Brown Veronica De Hoyos Angel Gomez 
 Jenny Huang Rafi Masrilian 

G. Players Edge Services: 
Supervisors: Warren Flores Juan Hidalgo Cheng Vang 
Workers: Anjan Acharya Amy Diaz Rosalyn Docena 
 Devin Johnson Demetrius Lockhart Jenny Moua 
 Samuel Nevarez Nolan Ngaorassavong Lynlee Oregana 
 Eduardo Ruiz Anthony Sam Keionna Tucker 
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H. Progressive Gaming, LLC: 
Workers: Kenny Dieu Bingsheng Fu Tao Han 
 Fengxia Jiang Chiu-Li Kuan Zhongren Lei 
 Shreya Paudyal Xin Tan Pei Tang 
 Tiffany Vu 

I. Qualified Player Services, LLC: 
Workers: Kassidy Clayton Kathryn Clifford Potho Mam 

J. Wahba, LLC: 
Supervisor: Anh Phan 
Workers: Diep Doan Ray Dunning Vi La 
 Mai Lam 

K. Workers: Mom Lak Jing Li Simon Medina 
 Christine Ostafin 

 
 
 
 

21. Consideration of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 
(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
 Kevin Schwerdt 

B. Barona Resort and Casino - Barona Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 
Indians of the Barona Reservation: 

 Shaqib Ahmed Jonathan Melcher Juan Ramirez 
C. Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino - Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 

of California: 
 Justin Ortiz Roberto Roldan Jr. Phetsaphone 
Souksengdao 

D. Chumash Casino Resort - Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 
Santa Ynez Reservation: 

 Catherine Vannett 
E. Eagle Mountain Casino - Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule River Reservation: 

 Mikhail Moskovian Deserae Rodriguez 
F. Golden Acorn Casino & Travel Center - Campo Band of Diegueno Mission Indians 

of the Campo Indian Reservation: 
 Daniel Spears 

G. Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sacramento at Fire Mountain - Enterprise Rancheria of 
Maidu Indians of California: 

 Khem Chaulagai 
H. Jamul Casino - Jamul Indian Village of California: 

 Ana Flores Geronimo Kassab David Martinez 
 Sarmd Moshi Gianella May Salvanera 

I. Konocti Vista Casino - Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley 
Rancheria: 

 Joseph Terry Jr. 
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J. Morongo Casino Resort and Spa - Morongo Band of Mission Indians: 
 Zehv Dunster 

K. Pala Casino Spa and Resort - Pala Band of Mission Indians: 
 Peter Harrison 

L. Pechanga Resort & Casino - Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 
Pechanga Reservation: 

 Jose Renteria  
M. Red Earth Casino - Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians: 

 Veronica Rodriguez 
N. Sky River Casino - Wilton Rancheria: 

 Lorena Gonzales Gabriel Lopez Omar Ortiz 
O. Table Mountain Casino Resort - Table Mountain Rancheria of California: 

 Mark Rendon Josue Rocha Rocha Patrick Vargas 
P. Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino - Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa 

Rosa Rancheria: 
 Judith Rosales 

Q. Thunder Valley Casino Resort - United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria of California: 

 Quang Tran Rebecca Xoumphonephackdy 
R. Tortoise Rock Casino - Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California: 

 Jennie Ramsay 
S. Valley View Casino & Hotel - San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of 

California: 
 Brendan Bartlett 

T. Viejas Casino and Resort - Viejas (Baron Long) Group of Capitan Grande Band of 
Mission Indians of the Viejas Reservation: 

 Jaime Tapia 
U. Win-River Casino - Redding Rancheria: 

 Panou Lo 
V. Yaamava' Resort and Casino at San Manuel - Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel 

Nation: 
 Joseph Costello Jr. Armando Torres 

 
 
 

22. Consideration of Renewal Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability 
(Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact; CCR, Title 4, section 12120): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Cathedral City - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 

the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 
 Desi Alvarez Jose Galvan Amber Price 
 Lydia Stanford 

B. Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 
the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 

 Irma Chavarin Cid Jesita Eaton Brenda Eskelin 
 Edgar Pena San Pedro Kendra Pimentel Victor Ramos Ismerio 
 Vienna Rayos Gil Reeves Janet Sorrentino 
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C. Agua Caliente Casino Rancho Mirage - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians of 
the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation: 

 Evangelestine Canada Lorena Charolla Juanita Cunningham 
 Brian Daves Yesenia Garcia Jasso Kristi Geske 
 Kenneth Gomez Jr. Stephanie Guzman David McCarthy 
 Michael Pena Joseph Priller Maria Santos 
 David Serna Adrian Soria  
 Sabrina Zaragoza-Ponce 

D. Barona Resort and Casino - Barona Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 
Indians of the Barona Reservation: 

 Jasmine Blades 
E. Black Oak Casino - Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 

Rancheria of California: 
 Mark Rippee 

F. Cache Creek Casino Resort - Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation: 
 Paolo Gonzales Juan Gutierrez Kyra Lenert 
 Sandy Moreno Garcia Cameron Nichol Kimberly Ruf 
 David Tatham-Clark Jake Thungh 

G. Chumash Casino Resort - Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 
Santa Ynez Reservation: 

 Jose Jolon Cabrera David Lopez II 
H. Elk Valley Casino - Elk Valley Rancheria: 

 Brandi Garcia 
I. Feather Falls Casino & Lodge - Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians of 

California: 
 Saan Saechao 

J. Graton Resort & Casino - Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria: 
 Rojina KC Natalie Miranda Richard Taing 

K. Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sacramento at Fire Mountain - Enterprise Rancheria of 
Maidu Indians of California: 

 Rosa Anderson Frank Asada 
L. Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort - Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians: 

 Kevin Beach Buntheip Chik Jonathan Lind 
 Henrik Mauck Melissa Thomas Markus Yep 

M. Jamul Casino - Jamul Indian Village of California: 
 Cuauhtemoc Rivera II 

N. Konocti Vista Casino - Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley 
Rancheria: 

 Maria Bowers 
O. Mono Wind Casino - Big Sandy Rancheria Band of Western Mono Indians of 

California: 
 Terry Naracon 

P. Morongo Casino Resort and Spa - Morongo Band of Mission Indians: 
 Khoa Le Timothy Monaghan John Sanchez Jr. 

Q. Pala Casino Spa and Resort - Pala Band of Mission Indians: 
 Irina Aksenova Angel Mendoza Christina Senzig 
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 Sandra Valdovinos 
R. Pechanga Resort & Casino - Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 

Pechanga Reservation: 
 Elma Afa'ese Anthony Camberos Lisa Dualan 
 Kimberly Escobar Hua Jun Feng Su Geramei Garcia 
 Graham Greer Dominique Nieblas Josephine Nool 
 Bao Han Tran Milina Tran Philip Zamora 

S. Red Hawk Casino - Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle Springs 
Rancheria (Verona Tract): 

 Nathaniel Grupe Jai Saetern 
T. River Rock Casino - Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians: 

 Leticia Navarro 
U. Spotlight 29 Casino - Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California: 

 John Paul Navarro 
V. Sycuan Casino and Resort - Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 

 Christian Noeh Agapay Elmer Caintic Marcela Castrejon 
 Kira Contreras Cristian Diaz Alora Favor 
 Steven Kabrel Dawn Noble Juan Pasaye 
 Steven Peters Toni Peters Christopher Phan 
 Chay Saing Austin Van Slyke Joseph Villarino 

W. Table Mountain Casino Resort - Table Mountain Rancheria of California: 
 Leo Castillo Reth Chhom Arnold Dagatan 
 Isreal Martinez Noemi Mazquiaran 

X. Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino - Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa 
Rosa Rancheria: 

 Adrian Bella James Buttle Brian Kooyman 
 Daniel Macias Thuy Vy Pham 

Y. Thunder Valley Casino Resort - United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria of California: 

 Dallas Geer Rosalie Stanek 
Z. Twin Pine Casino & Hotel - Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California: 

 Dawn Chappell 
AA. Valley View Casino & Hotel - San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians 

of California: 
 Brian Vargas 

BB. Yaamava' Resort and Casino at San Manuel - Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel 
Nation: 

 Monica Carter Fidel Castro Steve Dang 
 Brian Ford David Grall Gerardo Jimenez 
 Ying Li Darlene Reeter Gabriel Rodriguez 

 
 
Recommendation:  
Commission Staff recommended approval of Consent Calendar Items 16 through 22, 
with the exception of #21E Deserae Rodriguez, in which Commission Staff 
recommended abandonment. 
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Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Heins, seconded by Commissioner Yee, and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Commissioner Baxter, Commissioner Heins, Commissioner Liu, 
Commissioner Yee, and Chair LaBrie, voting yes, the Commission approved Consent 
Calendar Items 16 through 22, with the exception of #21E Deserae Rodriguez, in 
which the Commission deemed the application abandoned.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
None. 
  
The Commission affords an opportunity to members of the public to address the 
Commission on items of interest that are within the Commission’s jurisdiction and are not 
on the agenda. Under the Bagley-Keene Act, the Commission cannot act or deliberate 
on items that are not identified on the agenda, but only to the extent necessary to 
determine whether they should be made an agenda item at a future meeting, respond 
briefly to statements made or questions posed during public comment; request 
clarification; or refer the item to staff. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 

I. Litigation (Government Code section 11126(e)): 
A. Lucky Chances, Inc. v. California Gambling Control Commission, Sacramento County 

Superior Court (34-2017-80002549) 
B. Elizabeth Flynt, et al., v. Rob Bonta, Nathan DaValle, Paula D. LaBrie, et al.; United 

States District Court, Eastern District of California (16 CV 02831 JAM EFB) 
C. Lucky Chances, Inc., VC Cardroom, et al. v. State of California, California Gambling 

Control Commission, et al. Sacramento County Superior Court (34-2020-80003510-
CU-MW-GDS) 

D. California Gaming Association v. California Gambling Control Commission, Bureau of 
Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, San Francisco County Superior Court (CPF-23-
518185) 

E. Dora Christina Brown v. California Gambling Control Commission, Bureau of 
Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, Sacramento County Superior Court 
(23WM000039) 

F. California Gaming Association and David Shindle v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Bureau of Gambling Control, and Does 1-10, San Francisco County 
Superior Court (CPF-23-518317) 

G. Knighted Ventures, LLC, Roy Choi & Jieho Lee v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Sacramento County Superior Court (23WM000051) 

H. Fortiss, LLC, et al. v. California Gambling Control Commission, Sacramento County 
Superior Court (23WM000050) 

I. Manuel Corrales, Jr. v. California Gambling Control Commission; California Valley 
Miwok Tribe, San Diego County Superior Court (25CU22051C) 
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J. Club One Casino, Inc., Kyle R. Kirkland, Dana D. Messina, GLCR, Inc. v. California 
Gambling Control Commission; Bureau of Gambling Control; Stacey Luna Baxter, 
Sacramento Superior Court (25WM000158) 

K. Kracht Enterprises III, LLC, and William Kracht v. California Gambling Control 
Commission; Bureau of Gambling Control, San Francisco County Superior Court 
(CPF-25-519311) 

L. Faros Unlimited, Inc., and Chau On v. California Gambling Control Commission, San 
Diego County Superior Court (25CU051707C)  
 

II. Hearing Deliberations Pursuant to Government Code section 11126(c)(3):  
A. In the Matter of the Accusation and Statement of Issues Against Lucky Chances, Inc., 

Rommel Medina, Ruell Medina, (OAH No.2015110463) 
B. In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Key Employee License for Jeffrey 

Scott Geary, (CGCC-2023-1116-5A) 
C. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 

Third-Party Proposition Player Services Employee Type License for Xiu Min Tan, 
(CGCC-2025-0710-6Bii) 

D. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 
Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability for Chia Lao, (CGCC-2025-
1009-10Ei) 

E. Default Decision and Order In the Matter of the Application for Approval of Initial 
Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Finding of Suitability for Jing Hua Cai, (CGCC-
2025-0306-10A) 
 

III. Personnel Matters (Government Code Section 11126(a)(1)) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chair LaBrie adjourned the Commission Meeting at approximately 11:06 a.m. 
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